THE IMPORTANCE OF ALWAYS HAVING OUR FAITH BUILT UP

(Having great faith even during troubling times)

Today I would like to encourage all of my Facebook friends to continually have your faith built up in the troubling times that we are now living in. As believers we should not be anxious and troubled by the things going on in our world because we have a God who is a very present help in time of trouble.

In the book of Psalms we read,

“God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.” (Psalm 46:1-2)
Like Daniel in the Old Testament we need to desire to have a great faith where our trust is completely in the faithfulness of God. Daniel continued to pray to God even when the King had signed a decree that “whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days” other than him, would be cast into the den of lions.
Daniel continued to pray to God knowing that he was secure in his faith. When thrown into the lion’s den for his faithfulness to God Daniel was completely protected from the hungry lions and untouched.

We see in the following passage of Scripture God's faithfulness to those who fully trust Him at all times and in all circumstances as Daniel did;

“Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and also, O king, I have done no wrong before you.” (Daniel 6:21-22)

The simple fact is that "For with God nothing will be impossible" (Luke 1:37)

It is so important that we always maintain a strong faith so that;

i. We can have peace and joy in our heart at all times and in all circumstances
ii. We can realize our full potential in life irrespective of what may be happening in our world. As Christians we are of a different Kingdom. In the world but not of it
iii. That we can be a source of encouragement and strength to those around us through our steadfast faith in Christ, and
iv. So that we can live our life free from fear and anxiety. He who the Son sets free is free indeed

I would like to now just quickly in this short devotion share some important keys to help us to maintain a strong and steadfast faith in the times that we are now living in. That like Daniel we can have a great faith even in the times that we are now living in

1) We need to continually choose to live our life by faith and not by sight
We must simply choose to trust God at all times and in all circumstances and to just do what He directs us to do in life. In the long run we will never come second putting God first.
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
The simple fact is that God is completely sovereign in the affairs of this world.
Jesus made this clear when He said, 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. But the very hairs of your head are numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” (Matthew 10:29-31) 
2) We need to continually meditate on the word of God so that all of His promises in His word can be hidden in our heart so that we can have a heart that is full of faith
In the book of Joshua we read,
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
The Psalmist wrote, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:11)
3) That we only speak words of life and God’s promises in His word over our circumstances and future
We need to learn to bridle our mouth and only speak out words of life and faith and encouragement. The simple fact is there is life and death in the power of the tongue. 
A whole generation of the Children of Israel never entered into the Promised Land because of the negative and unbelieving words (report) of just 10 people (See chapters 13 and 14 in the book of Numbers).
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit.” (Proverbs 18:21)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)
4) That we simply build our lives on the promises of God in His word God's word is the truth about our life and future 
As Christians we can position ourselves to appropriate all of God’s promises in His word for our own life. We must simply choose to build our life on the firm foundation of the promises and wisdom contained in the word of God (the Bible).
The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
In the following passage of scripture we see one great promise of God that can liberate us from worrying about the everyday things of life.
Jesus Himself said, 
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33)
5) That we continually choose our friends wisely 
We need to continually surround ourselves with people of faith and vision. 
We become like the company that we keep. 
We cannot maintain a great faith it we allow into our inner circle of friends people who are negative and skeptical about life and full of fear and unbelief. 
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.” (Proverbs 13:20)
In the book of Psalms we read, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)
The people that we allow into our inner circle of friends will have a great influence on the degree to which we walk in victory as a believer.
6) We must refuse to listen to and meditate upon things that are negative and of bad report
Continually listening to the negative news in the media will severely undermine our faith. 
It is so important to be careful about what we allow into our ear and eye gates if we are to continually maintain a strong faith. 
For this reason we must continually choose to only mediate on things that are praiseworthy and of good report.

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
7) We need to continually maintain a disciplined thought life where we are quick to replace all wrong and negative thoughts with Christ centred thoughts
The real battle is for the mind. For this reason we must learn to continually have our mind focused on the bigness of our God and not on our problems.
In the book of Isaiah we read,
“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
8) We need to know and embrace the fact that even during the tough times of life, if we continually remain in the will of God for our lives that ultimately ALL things work together for good if we love God and do not become bitter
The simple fact is that we grow most in our faith and in Christlike character during the trials of life.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.” (Romans 8:28-30)
9) That we are quick to let go of our past failures and disappointments and that we always approach the future with the knowing that with God nothing will be impossible
We must refuse to allow our past failures to define our future. We have all made mistakes, often as a result of not heeding God’s guidance and direction for our life. 
Dwelling on our past failures will only cause us to be apprehensive about embracing the new and bigger doors of opportunity that God has planned for our life and future
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12-14)
And
10) That we simply believe the promise that God is both willing and able to answer all of our prayers that are in line with His will for our life, in His perfect timing
The bible makes it clear that we have a God who both hears and answers all of our prayers as believers that are in line with His will for our lives.
The Apostle John wrote, “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” (1 John 5:14-15)
Jesus Himself said, “Have faith in God. For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)
We need to learn to continually give our problems to the Lord in prayer and to leave them with Him. God knows how best to turn our circumstances around. Nothing is impossible with God.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)
The Apostle Peter wrote, “casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)
THE SIMPLE FACT IS THAT WHEN WE PRAY GOD BEGINS TO MOVE ON OUR BEHALF
Jesus made this clear when He said, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8)  Jesus also said, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
SO IN SHORT WE NEED TO SIMPLY CHOOSE TO TRUST GOD AT ALL TIMES AND IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES “Trust and obey for there is no other way’’

If we can learn to consistently apply the above disciplines in our own walk with the Lord we can become believers who have a great faith that cannot be shaken so that we can achieve great and mighty things for God’s glory.
It is by having this type of faith that we will be able to fully embrace the God given opportunities that come our way in life as we learn to walk by faith and not by sight.
My prayer is that everyone who reads this devotion will be greatly encouraged and strengthened in their faith.
